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CTE COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 3
1626 Victaria Avenue, Fort Myers, Florida 33901-34174

Deacemther 21, 2005

Chairman Don Young .
Transportation and Infrastructare Committee

2111 Rayburn House Office Bidg.
Washington, DC 20515

Re:  Coconut Road/I-75 Inlerchange

Dear Chairman Young:

The Lee County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPQ) is the entity responsible for conducting a

continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive transporiation planning process for all of Lee County. The

MPO alsc sets priotitics among surface transportation improvement projects within Lee County for state
or federal funding. In order for them to be eligible for federal funds, federal law requives thal the MPO
endorse a transportation improvement program identifying the projects 1o be done over the next few years.

At their December 7, 2005 meeting the MPO updated their Long Range Transportation Plan through the
year 2030, As part of this plan, the Cocanut Road/I-75 Interchunge was considered as a potential
improvement. The MPO voted to-exclude this intcrchange as part of the Long Range Plan. During the
discussion of this item, thc MPO expressed their appreciation of our Congressional delegation for
continued support in obtaining these funds for our region in the SAFETEA-LU Act and asked that our
delegation seek the reprogramming of these funds to general improvements to I-75.. Therefore, consider
this letter a request asking vou to pursue thése changes through the U.S. House of Representatives

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.

Onee again, we thank you for your leadership and your continued support of the Southwest Florida region
and for the consideration of the request for reprogramming of Coconut Road Interchange funds to overall
improvements to 175 on the Lee and Collier region. If you need any clarification of this 1cqucst and
MPPO action, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely, '

LEE COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLLANNING ORGANIZATION
';"’/ /z/’/%
‘J Ohn Albion, Chairman

cc: Hon. Congressman Connie Mack
Hon. Congressman Mark Foley
Hon. Congressman Mario Diaz-Bajat
Hon. Congresswoman Katherine Hamis



